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SERMON 


Preach'd before the 
Univerſity of OXFORD 


* 


Upon Ac r. Sux DAT, Ge. 


PROVERBS x. 10. 
My ſon, if Sinners entice thee ; conſent thou not, 


]: will puzzle a man of the Niceft ons, to find out 


a more Diſmal and Melancholy Scene of Contemplation, 
than what daily offers it ſelf to our Yiew in the Open 
* and ayvow'd Immorality, which like a Torrent 
have broke in upon us, and by their Aal Influences, and 
Deadly Contagion ſeem to Portend the ruin, nbt only of the Pre- 
ſent, but Succeeding Ages ; as they tend to Corrupt the Principles 
and Debauch the Practices of men, eſpecially the Manger and 
Cayer part, and ſuch as by their Wealth and Power, may be ca- 
pable of doing a great deal of Good or Miſchief in the World : 


whoſe great unhappineſs often it is, that they have no 


ſooner got looſe from the R ts of Government, and Ven- 
tur d out into the World, which God knows, is generally with a 
very ſmall ſtock of Vertue and Prudence, but — are purſued 
by a ſet of Aubeiſtica / and Prophane Libertines, who by all the 
Arts and methods, that their wit or malice can invent, do their 
utmoſt to infuſe their wicked and abominable Principles into 
them, and like Wretched Caſuiſts and Factors of the Devil, en- 
dea vour to and Reaſon them into Hell. 

And 'tis no difficult matter to digeſt the belief of this, for being 
themſelves Immerſt in all kind of Senſuality, like Malicious Per- 
ſons infected with the at > is away. nn 
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with a ſecret Delgt and Eagerneſs of diffuſing its Poiſonous 
Infection to a4 about it, they make it their Buſineſs to draw 
others into the ſame Sinful Commiſſions : and if poſſible, to re- 
concile the Conſcience of Sinning with the Practice of it, that 
ſo there might be no Q/tackes nor Bugbears in the way to 


_ confront the Efforts, any ghee the Conſcience of a young 


Singer, and the Libertings of the Next Generation, may be in- 


ſtructed to think well of Vice, from the Monſtrous Examples and 


Inſtances of the Guilt and Folly of 7 hs. 

Which is a State of Infelicity, that ſeems Peculiar to theſe looſe 
and degenerate Times wherein we are fallen, which affords as 
Numerous and wonderful Transformations , as' any we read of, 
but without a Fable, Men with Rational Souls, transform'd into 
Hues, who being charm'd with the delightful Entertainments 
of ſenſe that are round about them, — Regaleing themſelves 
with vaſt expectations of the preſent Incomes of Sin, have no 
regard at all for their Immortal part, but live as if Intemperance, 
© rar and —— were £xfranchiſed, ' and the Com- 
monneſs of thoſe 

Maliguity. Mex whom no Inſtruction can Perſwade, nor Exam- 


pics allure to be Serious; whom no Law can Reſtrain, nor any 


Reſpects Oblige from aſpiring after the very Higheſt Degree and 
Meaſures of Guilt, which muſt needs bring on the Worft of Con- 
ſequences at La, and may at Preſent, if not too /lightly regard- 
ed, equally Create our Wonaer and our Fears. 

Nature, it muſt be confeſt, contributes a great deal towards This 
Degeneracy, this moſt Scandalous and Spreading Deprawiy of 
Manners, but Nature is not wholly to be blam'd for 1t, fince it 
is evident, that ſometimes it is meerly an Unea/ineſs and N 
Faction at other mens Vertues, that renders ſome Perſons Wick- 
ed: Nature might be Argu'd with, or Govern'd ; or, they find no 

reat-Inclination nor Love to the Vices that are moſt in vogue ; 
= at the ſame time, they can't bear the Laſtre and Heſtecrion of 
thoſe Graces that adorn thePerſon they have no 47naneſs for, and 
therefore they Commence Senſualiſts and Libertines purely out 
of Spite and Oppoſition to thoſe Vertues, which ſecreiiy they are 
fore d either to Eu or Admire. Or perhaps, they are afraid of 
being thought 700 Good amidlt this general Apoſtacy and Declen- 
ſion of the Age, and for that reaſon, they take a Pride in being 


thought Worſe than they are, and entitle themſelves to Sins they 


were never guilty of, as if they aim d at the Sravdal more _ 
| | | he 


grant Crimes had cancelld their Guilt and 
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the Phaſures of Sin, and were aſham'd of Nozhing more than 
the Reputation of being thought Innocent. . 
In a word, there is Another Surt, who are ſuch prqſe i Ene. 
mies to all Aeveal d Religion, that they not only gh and Value 


themſelves upon their own Unbelief of the Goſpel, but En- 


deavour what they can to ſpread and promote their Infidelity in 
the World, and give it all the Aſſiſtance and Encouragement the 
are able; and then xo wonder if the Lives and Practices of ſuch 
men, be as loſe as their Principles, and they become alle Dau- 
gerous and Corrupt in Both : no wonder, that Religion ſometimes 
droops, grows Languid, and weak: that it is not able to , 
nor 2 75 and that it gains no Larger Footing nor advancement 
in the World, when it every where encounters with, and is con- 
fronted by ſuch Multitudes of Enemies and Oppoſers, whoſe 
chief Buſineſs is to give Encouragement to the moſt /rorainare 
and Scandalous Profanations, and at the ſame time, to provide 
Reaſons for their Zu$tification. neee 
And ſince the moſt Diligent and Circumſpect in their ways, 
are apt to be ſurpriz'd and betray d into Sin, it is the higheſt 
piece of Wiſdom to fortify our minds with all ſuch Conſidera- 
tions, as may ſecure us in our Duty, and preſerve us from being 
drawn away either by the Connſe/s of theſe Factors for the Devil, 


or their Pernicious Examples, which are the two main things | 


whereby they endeavour to Emaſculate the Spirits, and Corrupt 


the Manners of Men, and toentice them into that Deſtruction, into 


which they have madly plunged themſelves; which is the End 
of the Wiſe man's Advice in the Text: My ſor, if /anners en- 


rice thee, conſent thou not. | | 
In which Words are plainly contain'd theſe Two Things, 


which I ſhall make ſo many Diſtinct Heads of Diſcourſe. 


FIRST), A Suppoſition, That there are ſame Perſons of fo 
Profligate a Temper, and of ſuch inveterate Enmity 70 at 
. Goodneſs, as to endeayour to Entice Others to joyn with 
Them in Sin. . bg 
- SECONDLY, A Caution or Advice to ſuch. as may be 
: enticd, that they do not Comply with the Enticement. 


I ſhall ſpeak to bo7h theſe, ſhewing under the Fir, ſome of 
the Methods by which Sinners endeayour to entice others to Sin 


with them: and under the S-cong, the Unreaſonableneſs and 


Danger of complying with them. : 


* 


= 
PD Can. als. — — Eg 


—— 88 8 _ 
S — — 


PY — 
— 


- 
n 
— 


6 A Sermon preach d before 
I. I begin with the Firſt, ws. a Suppoſition that there 


are ſome Perſons of ſo gate a Temper, and of ſuch an In- 

vetetate Zumily to all Goodneſs, as to endeavour to Entice Others 

to joyn with Them in fin, under which Head, I propoſe to 

ſhew ſome of the Methods by which they endeavour to entice O- 

thers to Sin with them. Which they do theſe two manner of ways. 
Firſt, By their Counſel and Advice. | 
Secondly, by their Example, 

_ Firſt, Sinners do endeavour to draw in others to Sin with 
them by their Counſel and Advice : i. e. by pleading the cauſe of 
Sin and the Devil, and running down all things belonging to 
Godand Religion ; for not thinking it enough to disbelieve Chri 
ſtianity, and call in quęſtian the truth of — Goſpel, they like- 
wile endeavour to Decry it as much as they can, and expole its 
Credit to their Profane Jeſts and Atheiſtical Scoffs; as if 'twas 
deſign d at firſt, as well for the Deri/ion of Fools, as the Con- 
tewplation of Angels. | 

- Solomon thought that ſin was come to its full growth in his 
time, for he ſays that a wicked man ſpeaterh 11th his feet, and 
teacheth with bis fingers : i. e. all his life and actions did teach 
and inſtruct the world in wickedneſs, though he ſaid nothing 
with his Lips: No, this method of corrupung Peoples minds by 


Dint of Argument, and Reaſons urg'd in Mood and Figure, is 


a method of debauching the world, that was utterly unknown 


. T ben. | 


But what Amagement would have ſeiz'd the Wiſe man, had 
he liv'd in Theſe Perillous Times, and had heard of Cabals or 
Societies of Rational Men Confederated together, on purpoſe to 


decry all Reveal d Religion, to obliterate the Diſtincrion of Good 


and ZEuil, and to baniſh Vertue and Gooaneſs out of the World? 
had he heard them forming Has againſt che Exiſtence of 
God, and the Immortality of the Soul: againſt the Divine Tu- 
Fitution, Authority, and Neceſſity of a Golpel Miniftry ; againſt 
the Divinity of our Blelled Saviour, and the N y of” His 
making Satisfaction for the ſins of mankind; and trumping up 
all the old objections borrow'd from the CLeuiatbus and the writ- 
ings of Ancient Philoſophers, and refin d upon in ſeveral mo- 
dern Books, writ delignedly to darken the Notions of a Future 
State, and the Certarnty of its Rewards and Puniſhments, and 
which is {till more Amazing, without any Notice or Animad- 


verſion from the Authority that ſhould put a ſtop to them, which 


Prov. 6. 13. induces 


_ 


edge de erg. 
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induces perſons of inferior capacities to conelude, that they have 
hitherto impos'd upon, and deluded falſe Notion, and 
that Religion may be ſerviceable to more than one, may as 
well bean Tuftrument of Þ ew as a Tu of Fe. 
_ > RE — Proof of Aſſertion, that of 

ut I 0 are 

Univerſal Obſervation, are ſuch as 4 f 

Fiſt, The Conſcience of a Perſon that has had the N 
of a Yeriuous Education, and liv'd under a ſemſe of Rehgron, is 
not eaſily perſwaded at firſt to a Compliance: Nor may it at laſt 
be ſo far rough over, but that ix will ever now and then, 
make ſuch Remonſ/irances, as will ſport moſt of his Satisfactions, 
and fill his mind with Shame and Confuſion, when he Reflects 
upon his Mean and Ungenerous Compliance. 

Butto take off theſe Scraples and 1 7 of Confei 
we are that theſe are only the Effects a od Prejudices of 


Which, tis plain, is an Val and F:volons Sngzeftivg , and 
directly contradicted from the ex of thoſe Drſmal Appre- 
henſions and Terrible Convulſions, under which the Conſciences 
of thoſe who pretend this, as well as of Perſons of a better per- 


ſwaſion, do ſometimes labear and are tormented : for whatever 
they may pretend, while they Baut in ſenſual Pleaſures, are 


drown'd in Wine, and ſuborn'd by their Luſts, yet they can't 
help being affrighted and uneafy at the Hour of Death; they 
can't 8 the ſinking of their ſpirits under the Appre- 
henſjon of the Divine Vengeance, and a ſenſe of a fe 


uperior 
Jaſtice, which all their Life * I Dubeliev d, or wich 


the greater Zlaſphemy 
— been imp 2d upon by Falſe and 
Groandkfs Notions of things, why nie rtences be 


Awake, and their Furs Reſtored, whenever the Thoughts of 
future Fudgment return upon their minds? and 
— by ſhould thefe Fel tacreaſe and grow upon them 
the nearer approaches they ſtill make to That —— 
is no reaion tobe afiaid Farce t ur b. but if in Spi 
of all the Hrs of that can be made uſe of, theſe Fears 


will {till Remain, and will not. Wholly be ſhaken off, r | 
ought not to be called Trivial nor Fooliſh, Light nor Vain, 


nor 


— liſhly imbib d at hlt by 1 mpreſſions from with- 
of Body; by ed Fear, or a Melancholy Temper | 
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nor to paſs unregarabed, as if they did no way Concern us, but 
to be conſider'd as the Fu/t and Nece//ary Dedattions of Rea- | 
{on ri2btly Inſtructed, the natural Convictions of our Minds | 
that there zs a God, and that he has prepared ſuch Vengeance for 
the wicked, which as no Earthly Powers can Inflict, ſo no 
Earthly Enjoyments can make amend' for. 3 
Secondly, No vertuous man is ealily Zuticed into ſinful 
Practices, without having ſome Regard to his Credit and Repu- 
zation in the World; and reflecting, that thereby he ſhall lye 
open and aunguarded to the Reproaches of a Cenſorious Talka- 
tire World; be expoſed to the Scorn and Contempt of Good Men, 
and often to the fronts and rude Behaviour of Bad men. 
But to this it will ſoon be Reply'd, by the Advocates of Im- 
piety, that according to the Mature of things, all Humane 
Actions are the ſame : that the Drfference between Good and E- 
| vil, the Meaſures between vertue and vice are not Rjghtly, ſettled; 
| and thoſe Sowrnatur'd Moraliſts and Philoſophers who attempted 
| it, ated meerly from a Principle of vain-glory, or to ſerve an 
| Jutereſt and Party: that Honour and Reputation is a meer Fan- 
cy and Chimera; and that to follow the Dictates of Nature, is 
the only true Liberty which no Human or Poſitive Inſtitu- 
tion can really ſupercede. Now how planjible, and with how 
great an air of Truth or Probability ſoever this may appear, yet 
that there is a real and eſſential difference betwixt vertue and 
vice, and that ſome things are morally good, and others Me- 
rally evil, ſuch as are not Changeable at pleaſure, according to 
Circumſtances and Cuſtoms, nor do depend upon the Humour 
and Caprice, the Cenius or Mode of the Age, to give them their 
Denomination, but what are Perpetually and Univerſally re- 
rded and allow d as Such, by perſons making uſe of their Rea- 
on, and not the common Senſe and Judgwent of mankind, have 
determin'd and agree d on to be S, is ſo evidently demonſtrable 
from the exce/lences and perfections of the Divine Nature, that 
whatever derives from Him, and has a Relation and Likeneſs to 
the Admirable Purity, Goodneſs, and Wiſdom of God, as every 
thing þas, that is call'd Zoyely, and Commendable, can't be. de- 
ny d to be Eſſentially and Eternally Good: and all things that 
are repugnant and contrary to T hoſe Divine Perfection, as, 4p t 
2 we call Vile and Deteſtable, is, to be /mmutably Sinful or 
V | | EF. anne! N un 11> 1.4 
This is warranted with ſo much clear Reaſoning, that a, How | 
; | 
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find, almoſt every where, are Acted and Influenced by it in the 
- Laws and Rules they agree to themſelyes,and at the Same 
time that they have lig matt * mark of Iufamy upon 
all momſtraus Commiſſions, ſuch as Blaſphermy,Parricide{njuſtice 
and Perfigionſneſs ; they have recommenaed, and inſtructed the 
world in the exerciſe of Piety to God, Reverence to Parents, 
Jullice in Commerce, Sobriety in Converſation, and Compaſſion to 
the Afflicted and Miſerable ; there being a rea. Honour and Re- 
te due to the Practice of the Oue, and the b/acte/t Infamy and 
Di race, the Natural Conſequence of the Other; Theſe being 
the Lovely Emanation of the Divine Nature, 7 boſe the Off Spring 
of Hell, and bearing it's Reproach. "+ 
And Conſequently, things can't be therefore ſaid to be Ch¼ or 
Euil, meerly, becauſe they are Commanded or Forbidden, for nei - 
ther the Command nor Prohibition can alter the Nature of things 
from what they were before; but they are therefore Commanded 
or Forbidden, becauſe they are Good or Zuil; and to which we 
find in our ſelves a Conſent or Diſlile, an [nclhnation or Aver /ion, 
 FAntecedent to all Commands and Prohibitions, which prompts 
us to chvoſe the one and refuſe the other, and by a ſecret and in- 
viſible Impulſe begers in us a Love for whatever is Amiableyand 
Praiſeworthy, and forcibly reſtrains us from actions of a Diffe- 
rent Conſideration. 7 

To this I add, that Religion does not debar a man of any of 
the Juſt and Innocent Plealpres of Life, which is the Trae/t Li- 
berty, but only lays a Curb upon the anreaſonable Exorbitances 
of the ſenſual Appetite, the boundleſs deſires whereof, is doubt- 
leſs the. vileſt 2 it having long ſince been determin d 
all the great Hofer of Reaſon and Morality, that Siri is the moſt 
Contemptible Yaſſalage, and that He is a much wir Slave, who 
is ſo to hisgws Luſts, than He who is fo to 7 hoſe of another man. 
And even thoſe very men who have ſo far Caſt oft al that is 
Modeſt and Manlike, that they ſtick at no ſors of Immorality, 
know no wice that is above their Attempts, yet are not willing to 
fall under the Reproach of any Sc Commiſſion, and at the 
ſame time that they 7 hemſefues own and brag of the plea- 
ſures of their Licentiouſnels, will not eaſily ſuffer others to up- 
braid them with the Shame and Guilt of it. 

Nay, ſo Ugly and Monſtrous an Appearance has Sin, that even 
Prruacy and Concealment which is the Parent of Vice and gives 
Birth to ten thouſand Villanies, ay ſo entirely reconcile - to the 

innen 


c and their own Cunſciences, which is 


to Amun prdach d before © 
Sinners Conſcience, or make him ſo eaſy under it, but that the 
moſt ſcandalous and avew d Orbanctees will be apt to put the 
moſt favourable Conſtructions upon their own actions, and be as 
induſtrious to find out ſome Colour or Excuſe, where with to 
aecrive themſelves, as they are to Conceal it from orbers; which 
is a Mh Commendation of Vertue, and mightily enhances the 
Sinners gat, who, the he be not able wholly to baniſh the 
Lovely and Honourable Ideas of it out of his mind, yet endea- 
vors to ſtifle them as much as he can, and bear down the firſt 
Eſſays of Conſcience, either to Inform or Correct him. | 
Thirdly, If he who has been vertuouſly educated, and liv'd b 
the Rules of Temperance and Sobriety, refuſes to comply wit 
the Sollieitations of Men of looſe and profligate Lives, and juſti- 
fies the choice of a Devout, Regular, and Well order d Conver- 
ſation, in Oppoſition to their Follies, and Wild Extravagances ; 
he muſt preſently expect to be ridicul d as a Perſon of too nice 
and Squeamiſh a Conſcience, to be upbraided for his Cowardice, 
and want of Spirit: and told that Religion is good for — 
but to Condemn men, to Faing and Mourning, to Sadneſs and 
Solitude ; and to alter the Eafmeſe, and Caiety, and Cumplai- 
ſanct of a Mans Temper, and inſtead of Improving, tended 
to 1 Happineſs and Pleaſures of human Society and Con- 
verſation. | | 
Than which, there can't poſſibly be a more amjuſt and ſevere 
FKeflection upon the Chriſtian Religion; the Nature and Ten- 
dency whereof, is to enoble the Minds of Men, to raiſe and 
altuare their Native powers and Fuculties, to render them þab1- 
tznally cheerful, and under a Conſtant Enjoyment of Peace with 


only true and fub- 

ſtantial pleaſure of the Reaſonable Nature. 
Whatever may be urg d in behalf of the phaſures of a volupru- 
ous and ſenſuu Life, which God knows, is but very Artie; but 
be it as great as you would have it, they are far beneath the In. 
rellecrua / Seraphic 2 Delgbts of Religion, which as much exceed 
the orher, as the perceptions of a Oivine and Sprritnal Hem are 
more Nice and Delicate than thoſe of groſs and periſhable Mat- 
tor, and are ſenſibly diſtinguiſhtfrom them, in ht harmonious 


Frame of Soul, thoſe Comfortable and refreſhing Beames, that 


ere1nally dart into the Breaſt of a Good Man, and at once bring 


both Light and Joy. . Ines to rid bi 
| D vicious Man do all that in him lies, to rid _— 
| thoſe 


thoſe awful Principles of Reaſon and 


then Counterfeit, and his Mirth forced, and the inv 


temn and depriciate 


—— 
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cience that are ſet as a 
Fence againſt the bold Eneroachment of his Luſts, yet he can't 
hide himſelf from the Trouble and Uneaſineſs of mind which 
Sin never fails to bring upon a Man, when he is Alone, ox is faln 
under the ſmart of ſome Temporal Calamity; — ys are 

rd trouble 
and anguiſh of his Mind, which he ean neither bean nor ſhake 
of, do too ſeverely convince him, that maabung can lay a firm 

Foundation of true Foy and pleaſure; but the ſatisfaction of our 
Innocence, and that all Stands clear between God and our Souls. 

And he who is under theſe FHlappy Circumſtances, has no 

reaſon to be of a preciſe, moroſe temper, unleſs you will call a 
ſerous, regular, and uniform behaviour, by thoſe hard names; 
ſince this is what the Goſpel enjoyns, as it tends to promote the 
Happineſs of the Human Nature, which is the grand Defign and 
Characteriſtick of it, and in which all mankind being equally 
concern d, it renders the Practice of Chriftianity as Reaſonable 
as the Profeſſion is — and no man can ſafely venture to con- 

the One, without running a hazard at the 
ſame time of Deſtroying Bib. 3 
-  Fourthly, —_ and a want of good manners is an other 
thing with which theſe Libertines are apt to upbraid Thoſe who 
go out of the common road of the World, and refuſe to comply 
with the vitrous cuſtoms and practices of it: which it muſt be 
confeſt in things of /zdifferency, or little or no moment ſeems to 
carry ſome appearance of Truth and differs but little from what 


we call Folly and Affeckation. But in ſuch things as relate io 


our Eternal Well-being, it is a token of the moſt ſerious Conſi- 
deration and ſincere Love of God, which is the Eu of true 
Wiſdom, as the Fear of the Lord, is the Beginning of it. 

If the Chriſtian Religion is given for a ſtanding Rule of Life 
and Manners it does — certainly oblige all Perſons Univerſally 
to a Sincere Unaffected Obedience to all its Laws and Com- 
mands, and allows no Diſpenſation to any one to live in oppo/i- 
lion to, or neglect of its Divine precepts. And Conſequently, as 
he who regularly and conſtantly purſues the deſigns of Vertue 
and Religion, and gives up himſelf to ſerve and pleaſe God in all 
the Inſtances of a Uniform and Induſtrious Piety, can't be farr- 
iy charg'd with Singularity, becauſe he lives and ais Conform- 
ably to the Rule that is given him to wa/k by; ſo only he who 
deyiates from That Aue, and lives at Randam in the * 
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and is concern d meeriy to Indulge the Animal Life, and thinks 

it his greateſt Happineſs to Swim in Pleaſures, and Wallow in 

Filthy Impurities, ir we will givetheir true Names and Titles 

to — is properly guilty of Singularity, as he refuſes to be 
d'by LS Landes ich ought to be the Rule of all mens 


That This is the 5u# and proper Motion of Singularity, is evi- 


dent from the Common ſenſe and practice of the Word in things 
relating purely to the Civil Life, the Innocent Cuſtoms and 


Faſhions whereof, ought for the ſake of Decency and good Order, 
to be obſerv'd and Conform'd to, which may at once both In- 
ſtruct and oblige Thoſe, who are ſuch Enemies to Singularity, 
to walk worthy of their Vocation, for Reaſons of a much higher 


Conſideration. 


Nor indeed is there any Expedient or Method, that 1 — 
a 'of 
phane, 


mens ceaſing to be Singularly Vitious, and Sing 


deavouring to make the Practice of Chriſtianity as Univerſaland 
Ertenſtve, as Conſpicuous and Eminent, in the Lives and Prous 
Exumpies of us Members, as it is Fuſt and Sacred, Druine and 
Reaſonabk,' in it's End and Inſtitution. = 

But if Almighty God in Wiſaom, and to ſerve the great Ends 


of his -Providence, ſhould deny us this , which yet the 
induſtrious Piety and Rehgious Efforts of Holy and Righteous 


Perions do ectually tend to promote; to be ſure a Vertuous 
and Regular Behaviour will {till have the Vue and ages 
of the Beſt and Viſeſi part of Mankind, who will ever it 
to be no. leſs an Honour than Security to a man, to be Singu- 
larly juſt and charitable, to be Singularly Devout and Holy. Sin- 
N Diſereet, Sober, and Inoffenſive, to ſet himſelf in the 


World, as a great Zxample of Holineis in the midſt of a Pro- 


pbane and Looſe Generation; to do things above the Cm 
Rate and Standard of the Age; to excel the Generality of Man- 
kind in the Graces and Endowments of Religion; and to Re- 
commend the Practice thereof, both from their Zovely Nature 
and the Glorious Rewwerds that attend them, by which a man is 


brought firſt to Diſcern, and then to Reform his Miſcarriages. 


So that Thoſe are the only Perſons who damn all Serious and 


Sober Behaviour, as Rudeneſs and IIl breeding, who are the 
molt Unit and Improper Judges of it, and ſeem to be at ac- 


quainted 


quainted with the Nature and Aeſpecis of things ; for if a Modeſt 
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and Decent Behaviour, Unbounded Charity, and a great Devo- 
tion may be Reckon'd /ncivihity and Ill. breeding, we are yet to 
learn by what Names we are to call thoſe Practices which Blaſ- 
_ the name of God, Arrazey his Juſtice, and Impeach his 

iſdom, that violate his Holy Laws, Contemm his Power, and 
beſot and Depreciate the Human Nature; Only we are ſure, that 
there is this Difference berwixt Them, that the One fills men 
with Joy and Peace, ang Bleſſed Expectations; the Other with 
Horror, Confuſion, and ſad Preſages; that the One will bring us 
to God and his Holy Angels, the Other deliver us over to the 
Devil, who wants neither Power to Torment a Sinner, nor Ma- 
lice to put that Power in Execution. 

Fifthly, the Conſtant Practice of ſuch as go about to entice 
others to Sin, is to Repreſent to them the /naigeſtrble Difficul- 
ties of Religion; to Apgranaize the Pains and Labours that 
muſt be undergone, before they can make any 7olerable Progreſs 
in it; and that the Severity of its Laws and Injunctions is far 
Superiour to the utmoſt ſtrength and Efforts of Human Nature 
to obſerve them. 

In anſwer to which, it muſt not be diſſembled, that there are 
ſome Difficulties in Religion, which will require ſome Pains and 
Labour to overcome. But yet they are not ſuch but what may 
be conquer'd by a Serious Conſideration, by a well grounded 
Love to God, by Faith in his Promiſes, and the never failing 
Aſfiſtances of his Holy Spirit, which firſt removes Impolſibilities, 
and then adds Deligbt and Pleaſure. 

To be ſure, for a man to Deſpiſe and Reproach himſelf for 
the Impurity of his 4. Life ; to Bluſh at the Thoughts of his 
Secret Turpitudes and Avow'd Licentiouſneſs, to Check the Im- 


_ Sallyes of his Blood; to Cut of the Right hand, and 


lack out the igt Eye; to tear from the Heart the Luſt that is 
as Profitable to thee as thy Right hand, as Pleaſant as thy Right 
eye, mult certainly go much againſt the Graz, and be very Un- 
grateful to Fleſh and Blood. 

But as thoſe Foly Perſons who went before us, whom the Spi- 
rit of God recommends to our Imitation, as the Great Patterns 
of our Faith and Obedience, did with Courage and Reſolution 
break through all the Rubbs and Obſtacles that Confronted their 
attempts, and lay in their way to Bleſſedneſs : ſo every one that 
is ſerious and in earneſt with himſelf, and Proſecutes his — 
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' Intereſts with a Pure and Hane i Zntention, will ſtill find him- 


ſelf Aſſiſted and Encouraged by the vital Power and Efficacy of 
the Same Druine Spirit, who will Cooperate with his endea- 
vours, help his Infirmities, and carry on the Bleſſed Work 
through all Impediments, till his Piety be Conſummated in Bliſs, 
and Grace be ſwallow d up in Glory. hb 

The Main and Principal Difficulties in — — are uſually 
in the beginning or firſt entrance upon it, but thoſe Noble and 
Raviſhing Pleaſures, that upon the Sugce/s, are found diffuſing 
themſelves through all the Regrons of the Soul, will abundant- 
ly recompence all their pains and labours, and ſtill rife in pro- 
portion to the aifficalties of the undertaking: for the more ui- 
gorous and ſteady a Chriſtian's Reſolutions are, the more haſt he 
makes in gaining the Aſcent, the faſter do the pleaſures. of his 
Congueft flow in upon him, and the proſpect of Dehght and 
Beauty that opens to his Yew as he riſes higher and higher, ſtill 
more and more expands and enlarges it ſelf, till at length he wall 


perceive Vice only to be full of difficulties, hardſhips, and Impe- 


diments, and the practice of Religion the moſt entire, uniform, and 
delightful thing Imaginable ; will find it to be much more dif- 
ficult for him to do Oue evil action, than a great many good 
ones, nor will there be any poltibility of defection nor falling 
back, after he has once learnt to ſubdue and conguer. But + 
Secondly, Another, and indeed, the molt prevalent and dange 

rous Method of Fnticing others to Sin, is by Example, which is 
a fborter way of teaching and operates more powerfully and in- 
ſenſibly, than precept and Inſiructian; which tis confeſt, does 
form abſtract Ideas of Vice in the mind, but in Example Wick- 
edneſs is made /7/ible in all its Circumſtances to the eye, and 
thoſe Curious Lines of the fancy d Beauty and pleaſure of it are 
taken notice of and obſerv d, which are not to be deſcrib'd by 
the Pencil, nor expreſt by words. | 

The Rule of mens lives for the of? part, is what they ſee 
other men ah, not what they are taught, and what they think 
themſelves oblig'd to do. And the evil example of a wicked man 
is more forczb/e to inveigle others to fall into the ſame wicked 
Practices, than the be/? Juſtructians in the world are to diſſwade 
them from it. | 

Becauſe Examples are in our view almoſt every dey , and are 

the Objects of Senſe and Imagination, and uſually make an 
Impreſſion upon us, and debauch our judgments, before — 

ths capable 
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capable of receiving Inſtructions: which are not always at hand, 
and when they are, Can only Direct our Reaſon: and Under. 
flanding ; which uſually is ſwayd by the Efficacy of a Near 
Example, before it comes fit to be ſet right, and determin d to a 
vertuous Choice, bythe power and Influence of Inſtruftion. 
The reſult whereof is this, that though the man egg, at 
firſt, and made ſome Seruples at the Commiſſion of fin, when he 
reflected upon the probibition and Guilt of it, yet he could not 
hold out long, nor reſiſt the temptatian, when he found the way 
by Cuſtom and Practice made ea/y and ae/;zhiful to walk in, and 
had been frequented by others before him, and perceiv'd that 
he could Scene himſelf under the Authority of the 9wultitnat, 
and was able to Quote others to juſtify his Commiſſions. 21 
But eſpecially, when Theſe are heighined and enflam'd b 
the exceſs of evil Examples, which are generally more wume- 
rous than good Ones; and when thoſe of both kinds are in 


vie u, we are but too apt to run to the u fide, by reaſon of 


the general Corruption of human Nature, and thoſe vitious ap- 
petites, which more Hrongih incline us to ſinful objects than to 
thoſe of Religion and Wiſdom. | 

And if beyond all this, it happens that the Sinner can plead 
the Zxample of a Perſon eminent tor his wealth and power, to 
Countenance his extravagances, he is then palt all hope of reco- 
very, and his diſtemper ſeems to be above all poſſibility of a Cure. 

For, tho' vice of 77 ſeff be of a ſpreading and Infectious Nature, 
yet it becomes more fatally ſo, when it has the Authority and 
Example of Great Men on it's {ide to Encourage and Patronizent. 
For 'This adds a kind of Credit and Reputation to it, and makes 
it paſs for Current amongſt the common ſort of People, who 
know no better, and are wont to quote the Actions of their Su- 
periours, for their Excuſe and Juſtification. 

Could an expedient be found out to keep Prophaneſs and Ir- 
religion from creeping into the Families of Perſons of Note and 
Quality, we might reatonably expect to ſee Chriſtianity recover it's 


Credit and Footing in the World, and the Profeſſors of it won- 


derfully reform'd both in their Principles and Practices; for the 
Yulgar,who are generally fond of /mitating their Superiours, eſpe- 
clally of ander/tanding and judping as they do, would ſoon come to 
have a good opinion of Vertue if recommended to their ſight by 
the Luſtre of Attractiuve Greatneſs and Power , at leaſt would 


tind their Vices overborn by the weight of a more Autbenticł 
- Practice, 
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Practice, and be forced to Conceal or Diſguiſe thoſe vices which 
either their Intereſt or their Luſts will not give them leave to 
part with. But the Riches, FZonour, and Dignity of a vitious 
man take away from the Bult and formidable Magnitude of his 
Crimes, and add Credit and — — to thoſe Vices, which 
were they only ſeen in perſons of wer Rant, would be thought 
as Ungenerous and Contemptible, as they are in any one Un- 
reaſonable and Dangerous: either of which Conſiderations, but 
eſpecially che Laſt may be ſufficient to enforce 

II. The Wiſe Man's Caution or Advice to ſuch as may be en- 
ticed by Sinners that they do not comply with the Enticement, 
which was propoſed as a Second Head of Diſcourſe and comes i 
the Next Place to be Conſider d. 

In ſpeaking to which, I am 

Firſt, To ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of Conſenting to the 


Enticement of Sinners. 


Secondly, The great danger of ſo doing. 223 
Firſt, To Conſent to the Enticement of ſinners is a very Un- 
reaſonable thing. In all the Actions of Humane Life, men have 
enerally ſo great a Regard to the Circumſtances, End, and Con- 
equences of them, that all the World over, even in things of an 
IJnaifferent Nature they will not Eaſily recede from the Ancient 
Cuſtoms and Practices they have been long uſed to, without being 
firſt convinced, that the Change or Alteration will turn to their 

ter Account and Benefit. 

To be of an unconſtant and unſettled mind, to run from one 
humour and delign to another, without being able to give any 
good accompt of the Caprice, has always been look d upon to ſa- 


vour of want and a great Imbecillity of Judgment, and is what 


no one has yet attempted to defend. 

And twill {till ſeem more Unreaſonable to do this in the 
Actions of the Moral Life, the Reaſons whereof are Eternally 
the ſame, and Eternally binding, and whoſe Goodneſs without a 
Command, is an indiſpenſable Obligation. | 

And tho' the Graces and Perfections that adorn the Humane 


Nature are {tle taken Notice of by the mad and unthinking 
e 


Part of the World, who are altogether intent upon the Profs 
and Pleaſures of it, yet we never heard of any ſo entirely beſotted, 
as on the One Hana, to Condemn Prudence, and Juſtice, and Cha- 
rity, and Temperance, as being either Ridiculous in their Nature, 
or Scandalous in their Practice; or on the Orher Hand, that * 
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tily belie vd any real Eſteem and Veneration, to be due to a Vi- : 


tious and Profligate Life. Which to be hoe, is not one jot the 


more Innocent or Reputable for the Multitude of its Followers, 
and the Number of its Flatterers and Admirers; never the ſoon- 
er to be preſervd and chofen becauſe of the Extent of its Em- 
pire and Influences, the Name and Luſtre of a few great Exam- 
that are in its Intereſt. | 

And yet we ſhall never be able to think otherwiſe, as long as 
we refer the Merits of the Controverſy to the Deciſion of our 
Luſts, which we ſhall find to be very partial in their own Cauſe, 
and will be ſure to give judgment againſt us. And they who 
have been ſo infatuated by their falſe Reſpect to Things as to 
form their Judgment either of Vertue or Vice by ſuch wro 
Meaſures, and are become enamour d of Vice meerly, — 
the Generality of Mankind ſeem ready to appear its Advocates 


and plead its Defence; and have forſaken the Laws of deſpis'd 


Vertue by reaſon of the Meaneſs and _ of its Friends and 
Followers, may be juſtly reckon'd in the Number of thoſe un- 
happy Wretches, whoſe Eyes the God of this World has blinded, 
and ſtand juſtly expos d to the Dreadfulneſi of the Prophets In- 


termination, woe unto thoſe that call euil good, and good evil. It. 


. 20. | 
ö And if the Obligations of good Nature and Complaiſance do 
at all oblige a man to Lewdneſs and Debauchery only becauſe 
others do ſo; If he muſt be Contented to forfeit his Health, his 
Peace, his Reputation, and whatever elſe is truly Valuable in 
the World, meerly out of Compliance with his Company ; he 
may for the very ' he Reaſon, fancy himſelf oblig'd to be lick, 
to become a Beggar, to lay violent Hands upon himſelf, to ſwal - 
low down a poyſonous Draught, purely becauſe there have been 
ſuch mad and deſperate Wreiches in the World. 

Indeed it does not ſeldom happen, that a Prudent and a Con- 
ſcientious Refuſal to Comply with the lewd Practiſes of De- 
baucht and Atheiſtical Perſons , may bring ſome 7nconveniences 
upon a man, and expoſe him to the Scoffs and Cenſures, the 
Mahce and Ridicule of the Obſtinate and inconſiderate Part of 
Mankind, but tis equally certain at the ſame Time, that he can't 
truly on that account deſerve the Reproach, and he that dves not 
deſerve, can nobly deſpiſe it. | 

"Tis to the Senſual and Vitious, to the Athei/tical and Pro- 
phane, that reproach and ſcandal * properly belong, theſe are 
; t 
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the only mean and vulgar Spirits, how eminent ſoever they 
may appear otherwiſe in the World on the account of their 
Riches and Power, whoſe Wiſdom is therefore on this account 
by the Holy Ghoſt adjudged Fookſbneſs and their Practice 
Aaaneſs f. | | 
Now if in the Proſecution of Human Affairs, 'twould be 
reckon'd an Abſurdity to Conſult a Fool about the Rules of a 
wiſe and Prudent Manage, and to enquire of a Mad-man what 
is ſound Judgment and Underſtanding ; tis no leſs a Soleciſm in 
Spiritual Matters to go to ſuch as are wholly immerſt in Fleſh 


and Senſe, to learn what is Religion, and to the Worldly and 


Earthly minded, to be inſtructed in the things of the Spirit, or 
to be taught the deep things of God. 

Do but examine a man that is Languiſhing upon his Death 
Bed, and drawing near the Confines of Eternity; enquire of 
him what good his Sins have done him, what Benefit he has re- 
ceivd from his Rants and Debauches, whether they have con- 
tributed to his Health, Secur d his Reputation, or advanc'd his 
Eſtate, he muſt be a more than Ordinary Wretch, that will at- 
firm theſe things: and if he can't, but Confeſſes the Contrary, 
and that his Riots have blaſted his Credit, impair'd his Health, 
ſhorten'd his Days, and impoveriſh'd his Fortune, that he was 


deluded by vain Reſpects to his Superiours, was enticed by his 


Companions into Sin, had entertain'd falſe Notions of Honour 

and Pleaſure, twould be ſufficient one would think, to prevent 

the Miſcarriages of others, to quench the Luſtful Feavers of 

their Blood, and reduce them to a more cool and thinking Tem- 
* | 

Self. conceit indeed, or too fond an Opinion of our own Abt- 

lities, is the Vice of General Mature, but not alike predominant 


in Al, for though zhe way of a Fool be right in his own Eyes | f 


and he perver/ly defies all the Efforts that can be made either for 
his Correction or [nitruttion ; yet he who takes his Meaſures 
from the Dictates of true Reaſon, will eaſily be induc'd to ſub- 
mit to Both, and finds himſelf to grow Heer by the One as he 
grows Wiſer by the Other. 

If the Generality of the World be wicked and Inclin'd to 
Evil, if the greateſt Company, both for Number and Quality, 
be found travelling in the broad way that leads to Deſtruction , 


there is the greater Reaſon for ſome Good Hen to ſtand up in 


the Cap, and to walk in the Road to Life though it be rag hi and 
2 1 Cor, 1,29, f Kcclel, 9. 3. ++ Froy. 12.15. | narrow 


- when the World is very bad, and Men are genera 
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narrow: Tis then moſt ſeaſonable Oy to be good, 

ly running to 
Ruin: Never more need of Lebt, than in a groſs and general 
Darkneſs : and when Religian 1s linking and out of Counte- 
nance, then is the propereſt time to appear in its defence; to 
invigorate and encourage it; to promote its Credit and Honour; 
and if poſſible, by the moſt induſtrious and uniform Practice of 
its Duties, to ſtop thoſe Houas of Ungodlineſs, which with their 
ſtrong and impetuous Irruption, have made ns afraid, as they 
threaten to overwhelm the World by the Violence of their 
Stream, and to carry away People of raſh and precipitate, of 
weak and unſtable Judgments, into all the Miſeries both of Thit 
Life and the net. Which brings me to the ſecond Reaſon pro- 
per to diſſwade us from Conſenting to the Enticements of Sin- 
ners, vis. 

Secondly, The great Danger of ſo doing; Although the dark 
and Imperfect Notions which the Feathens had taken up of a 
future State; and the Obligations Incumbent upon the Jews to 
a Holy Life, being grounded upon the Sanctions of purely Tem- 

ral Rewards and Puniſhments, were found inſufficient to re- 
reſtrain Both the One and the Other, from the higheſt Indul- 
gences and Gratifications of ſenſe, yet the Goſpel as it enjoins 
a more ab Hracted and ſublime Temper of mind, Commands the 
moſt eminent and exalted Yertne, is farniſh'd with Motives agree- 
able for the promoting that excellent End. 

And it is not Men's ſhutting their Eyes againſt the Light, and 
reſiſting the Evidences of Truth, that will alter the Nature 
of Things or make them to be otherwiſe than what they are, 
for Vice and Wickedneſs are naturally productive of Miſery, 


and beſides the ill Effect they ſeldom fail of having upon the 


Bleſſings of this Life, they certainly tend to deſtroy the Felici- 
ty of the Next. | X 

For not to mention the Incapacity of a ſenſual Han: to be 
happy in the fruition of Objects directly Contrary to his Inclina- 
tions, which yet is a point of no mean Conſideration ; the 


fitive and Unchangeable Determinations of Almighty God, which 


exclude Unſanctifyd Perſons from the Beatifick Viſion will 


beſt ſecure the Honour of Gods Governing Juſtice, and in the 


molt Terrible Diſplays of Vengeance, fully Convince the World 
hereafter, how ſeverely he will Correct thoſe Exorbitances 
which at preſent he thinks not fit to Reſtrain, 

* Pal. 18, 4, C 2 And 
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And tho' Iniquity does Thrive and Proſper in the World,and 
there are not thoſe viſible and Immediate Inflitions, that are 
juſtly due to every bold Offence ; yet this can infer no more but 
that a God of Infinite Perfections, for the Vindication of his Ju- 
ſtice, and to puniſh the Violations and diſorders that happen in 
the Government of the World, by the mad Extravagancies, and 
ſenſual Inordinances of Looſe, Atheiſtical Men, will one time 
or other moſt il luſtriouſly manifeſt his juſt Indignation againſt 
Sin, and in the continual, unmix'd Torment of the Damn'd, 
eternally approve himſelf, to be Infinitely both juſt and Omni- 

tent. 
70 And it is no great odds in the Reſult, whether he inflicts his 
puniſhments in The, World or the Net; fince when ever tis 
done, it Anſwers the End of Government, which 1s either to 
prevent or ' puniſh Vice and Impiety, and Conſequently the 
Fewer Inflictions there are in the World, the ZBerzer, if it may 
be kept in any zo/erable Peace and good Order without them, ſee- 
ing whatever of this Nature happens, muſt Diſfurb its Harmo- 
ny, and So the Order eſtabliſh'd in the Nature of Things. 

Now as it is very probable, nay demonſtrably certarn, that 
theſe Terrors of the Lord do not at preſent effectually reform 
the ſenſual Appetite ; So tis equally ſare, that in his Jollity and 


Riots, his Exceſſes, and mad Debaucheries, the Sinner is pre- 


paring Fuel to heat the Furnace yet one ſever times hotter, and 
in the miaſt of his Dreams and Shadows of Pleaſures, he is 
growing up to a Diſmal Eternity. | 

Little do men Conſider, when they are engaging in a ſinful 
Courſe, what a terrible Gulph of Miſery they are plunging 
themſelves into ; and that the longer they Continue 1n it, the 
more Impotent ſtill, as well as nt hoy are to help them- 
ſelves, becauſe that every Repetition of Vice does as well dimi- 
niſn their Strength as increaſe their Guilt, at the ſame time that 
it defiles us, it does diſable us too. 

Hence Solomon very elegantly Compares the Raſhneſs and Fol- 
ly of Inconſiderate Men, basking in ſenſual Pleaſures, and wallow- 
ing in Impurities, to the ſtupidity of an Ox, that fancies he is 
led to the Paſture, when he is going directly to the Slaughter, 
and may aptly inſtruct us, to forſake thoſe ſinful Courſes Be- 
times, which otherwiſe will not end but in Miſeries Infinitely 
greater than all our preſent Joys. ö 

And fo much for the Second Argument againſt Conſenting 
to 


ver be ſuſtifiable. 
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to the Enticements of Sinners, namely the Danger of it. Give 
me Leave to take Notice of one or two Inferences which I ſhall 
briefly diſpatch, and fo I have done. | 


Fut, A great Meaſure of Prudence and 71 
quiſite to be able to Judge of the Mature of Actions and Exam. 
ples, whether they are really Evil or no. Whatever is Com- 
manded or Prohibited in Scripture, is certainly to be practiſed 
or avoided, and r with Others in things directly Con- 
trary with either of theſe, whatever may be pretended, can ne- 

But when the Heriprure is ſilent, and affords no £7247 to the 
doubting Mind, then to determine our Practice on the Side of 
the Law and our Duty, as far as Reaſon or General Rules of 
Scripture can direct us, and to have a Regard to the Decency, 
Lovelyneſs, and Expediency of our Actions, mult ſtill paſs for 
the Safe/t and moſt Ehgible Rule of Behaviour, as 'twill ena 
ſecure us from the Dangerous Extremes, either of doing Things 
materially evil with a Goo#Defren, or practicing Things that 
are Lawful and Commanded, from a wrong End. | 

For in Huth theſe Caſes, Pride and IA. Nature, or a Sowrneſs 
of Temper, are apt to {lide in, under the arſeuiſe of Conſcience, 
to mix themſelves with, and at length, debauch thoſe Pyinci- 

s that are more Generous, Polite and Reaſonable. 

There are a great many ſpeczous external Carriages and Be- 
haviours, to which men pay a great deal of Reverence, which 
have no better Spring than a private Afeckation of Singularity, 
and fly Intention of being taken notice of in the World, and 
eſteem d as Men of Courage, Reſolution and Self. Government. 

And then tho' Aon-Compliance here, with bad Practices or 
Examples be blameleſs and juſtifiable, yet the Merit of it riſes 
to no very conſiderable Height, by reaſon of the vaſt Difference, 
that there is between the Principle and the Habit. 

And 'tis much more ſo in things purely of an Indifferent Ma- 
ture, where too narrow and ſhrivel'd a and Reſerved- 
neſs deſtroys the very Eud of Society, Precludes the great Bene- 
fits of Converſation, and hinders the Advance of Traffick and 
Commerce, &c. which ought univerſally to be encouraged and 


| 9 ns: in the World, by all the Methods that are not un- 


awful nor very inconvenient , and which have not ſome good 


Reaſon againſt them. 


Nay, as the World ſtands now, and People and Families be- 
come 
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come numerous, there ſeems to be at leaſt a Political Neceſſity 
of Conforming to the Decent Cuſtoms and Faſhions introduced 
amongſt ns, to the Genius and Mode of the Age we live in, in 
order to ſweeten and endear Society, to ſupport the Spirit and 
F7gour of the whole Community, and Preclude that dull and un- 
active Cenius, under which it would otherwiſe neceſſarily lan- 
guiſh, and he who in ſuch Caſes withdraws or ſeparates from 
he reſt of Mankind, and lives in a way peculiar to F7imſelf, 
had need be very well aſſured that he is able to vindicate 
his Refuſal, by a ſudicious and Well inſtructed Vertue. 
But indeed tis fo far from being a Vertue, that tis a Culpable 
Stiffneſs and ObFRinacy of Mind, and we may take. this for a 
Rule that Rehgion is ever Conſiſtent with Crvi/ity and Good 
Manners, as indeed it is with whatever really Conduces to the 
Comfort and Happineſs of Human Life. 
Indeed, it ſeems very difficult, if not next to impoſſible by 
Reaſon of our ſeveral Callings and Zmployments in the World, 
. our Friendſhip, and Relations, Neighbourhood, and Acquarntance, 
Wii! always to avoid the Company of Perſons of a looſe and Immoral 
6 Converſation ; and To Think that in 7h7s Caſe, we are oblig d ei- 
1 ther to a perpetual Shyneſs, or a total Forbearance of their So- 
ciety, is not only ſomewhat Unnatural, but prevents the great 
1 Good which may be done towards the Converſion of ſuch, by the 
1 Converſation of a Man of a Sober and Religious Life, provided 
wt ;. He has but the Courage and Prudence aforehand, to fortify him- 
qi! » ſelf with proper Antidotes, for Fear he ſhould Catch the Infe- 
| | jo _ himſelf, whilſt he Charitably attempts the Cure of it in 
E thers. Þ 

And even where our Complyances would prove ſinful and 
Incommodious, becauſe of the Prohibition that lyes in our way, | 
| we are ſo to demean our ſelves that it may appear, that we are 
Wil! , "unwilling to give Offence, or not to Gratify ; but that tis purely 
lit! Charity to our ſelves and others, and even.to our Companions 
Ml | | | themſelves, that tis our Prudence and Duty to God that oblige } 
T_T us neceſſarily ſo to do. 
Til; Secondly, and laſtly, As it is a very unreafonable and dangerous 
lj || thing to Conſent to the Delſious and evil Examples of Others: ſo 
"it; tis a very wicked and helliſh Zmployment,to Entice others to Sin, 
II for this is taking the Devils Buſineſs out of his hands, and ſet- 
* ting forward the ſame pernicious De/iens againſt God and Reli- 


gion, as he does; and that much more ecrually, than other: 
925 | wiſe 
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wiſe he himſelf would be able to do; for tis not to be doubted 


but that the Lewdeſt Myeich upon Earth, the moſt daring hard- 
en'd Sinner would tremble and be aſtoniſh'd and fly from the 
moſt alluring Eutertainments of ſenſe, ſhould the Devi appear 
in his own proper Form and Colours to entice him to them, but 
the Poyſon is ſoon convey'd into the Soul by one of the ſame 
Human Form and Mature, and indu'd with like Paſſions and 

ecrions with our ſelves; they can ſooth our Paſſions, Dally 
with our Znclinations, and encourage our Luſis, without being 


| ſuſpected of any ill 4 towards us; and being of our daily 


Converſation and A¾quaintance, are apt to ſurprize us unawares, 
and to get within us, when we leaſt ſuſpe&t them, | 

Now if the Devil ought to be juſtly abhor'd and dreaded by 
us, as the Grand and Implacable Enemy of Mankind endeavour- 
ing to promote our Miſery and Deſirutton, for the ſame Rea- 
ſon, will all thoſe who have any Regard to their preſent or fu- 
ture /ntereſts, abominate, derelt, and loath, the Villanous and 
helliſh Practices of ſuch as are the Devils Faffors and Inſtru- 
ments in doing Miſchief, and are imploy'd by him, to carry on 
his Black Deſigns. | 

It is no Inferior Degree of 7mpiezy, for a man to live in an 
Habitual, Conſtant, and Wilful aſobedience to the Righteous 


* Laws and Commands of God, to ſuffer himſelf to be drawn a- 


way by every Domineering Appetite, into wicked and unreaſon- 
able Practices. 

But not to be content to do theſe things our ſelves, without 
endeavouring to perſwade others to do the like; not only to 
violate the Laws of Keligion, but to traduce and defame them; 
and to think it not * — to rob God of his Honour, unleſs we 
take from him his Hing and Providence too; This I ſay is a crime 
too big for expreſſion, too black for Excuſe, and ſo univerſally 
deltruftive of all Gooaneſs, that without the Spirit — 

4 


ve may eaſily tell what the Euent will be, or if we can't, So 


mon will inſtruct us, That tho' hand joyn in hand; even the 
United or Conferated Malice of wicked men, ſhall not go un- 
puniſh'd , i. e. {hall be utterly deſtroy'd, in that great day, when 
the Amizhty ſhall Conſign over his Enemies to Miſeries, which 
now no , is able to expreſs, and then no Patience will be 
able to endure. | | 
It will be found a matter hard enough to anſwer for our own 
Sins, and to bear the G#i/t of our own Tranſgreſſians, but when 


® Proy. 11, zt. : other 


34 4 ee, 4 * 1 
mens Sins muſt be put into our Avaunt, — all hat BL 
= and 2 , that Contempt and Blaſpbemy, wry, have caſt 
| *, by our Zucour t and Example, be an- 
Nerd ar we ſhall find by woful Experience, that we 

might have As yd our ſehues — our Time much better, and 

bal be no leſs Confounded with the Shame than at the Guile 

of not having done ſo. 

In a word, both they that are ſo wicked as to attempt to de- 
bauch and make the World worſe than it is, and they who are 
Io fooliſb and unable as to be drawn in by them ſhould Conſi- 
der, that they are driving on as faſt as they can towards the 
bottomleſs Pit, from which nothing can poſlibly ſecure them, 
but a timely and ſerious Configeratzon of their Fall and Dan- 
ger, and Convincing the Warld of their Zrrour and HiiZake by 
4 more Sober and Religious +4 del for the future, yp Al 
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